Assessing female fertility.
A concern exists that infertility is on the rise among American couples. While secular trends do not support this, there is reason to believe that deferral of child bearing is associated with a delay in conception. This paper reviews the data on factors that interfere with fertility and fecundity, such as maternal age and occupational exposures. Also discussed are epidemiological tools and strategies for evaluating the various components of female fertility and for identifying adverse influences.